
Honors Offerings, Spring 2012 
 
 
English/Literature 
 
ENGL-H295-033 “Magical Realism, Global Realities” 
Dr. Laura Murphy  (MW 3:30pm)  
 
Magical Realism is a 20th century literary form that incorporates elements of fantasy, magic, and the 
supernatural into otherwise “realist” modes of representation.  Authors simultaneously developed this 
strategy in several different regions around the globe as a means by which people who were subjected 
to colonial regimes could express not only their culturally-specific ways of defining what is “real” but 
also as an oppositional strategy for representing and remembering their cultures and histories.  We will 
seek to understand the formal means by which authors assert their own counter-memory to oppose 
official and purportedly realist depictions of the past.  How do authors subvert the dominance of 
“Western reason” in their works?   How is uncertainty mobilized as a political and discursive tool?  How 
can these devices be understood under the rubrics of postmodernism and postcolonialism?  Why do 
these tactics seem to emerge most readily in postcolonial literature, and what shape do they take in 
literature outside the postcolonial world?  Each week, we will pair a literary text with a theoretical or 
critical context that will illuminate the literary strategies as well as the thematic concerns that magical 
realist writers engage.  Readings will be drawn from a diverse range of writers – from postcolonial 
writers from Latin America, Africa, and India, of course, but also from post-conflict "Western" or 
“Westernized” cultures such as Italy and Japan.  
 
 
Honors First-Year Seminar  
 
Not offered Spring 2012 
 
 
Fine Arts  
 
THEA-H295-033 "Ireland, Nationalism, & Theatre"  
Dr. Laura Hope; MWF 2:30-3:20 
Students may take this course to satisfy their Honors requirement for either fine arts or literature. 
 
Ireland, Nationalism & Theatre examines the intersection of Irish nationalism with formal theatre and 
resistant performance traditions on the island of Ireland from the late nineteen century to the present. 
Since the days for W.B. Yeats and Lady Gregory, Irish theatre has been conceived as a tool of resistance 
to imperialism and colonial rule, and a medium for the development of cultural nationalism. Likewise, 
the concept of a "national theatre" has been used as a site to interrogate nationalism and navigate 
national identity. This course will examine how this tradition continues from the days of Yeats and 
Gregory into the the twenty-first century in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
Playwrights under examination MAY include W.B. Yeats, Lady Gregory, Bernard Shaw, J.M. Synge, Sean 
O'Casey, Brendan Behan, Samuel Beckett, John B. Keane, Brian Friel, Tom Murphy, Steward Parker, 
Frank McGuinness, Anne Devlin Christina Reid, Margaretta D'Arcy, Marina Carr, and Marie Jones. 
 
 



MUGN H295 033 “The Medieval Imagination: The Age of Cathedrals” 
Dr. Alice Clark (TR 2-3:15PM) 
 
Paris in the late twelfth and early thirteenth centuries is a particularly fruitful place to study in a number 
of ways.  Agricultural and economic developments allowed people to pay attention to artistic and 
intellectual realms, leading to a flowering of cultural production.  Scholars at the nascent university 
benefited from an influx of Greek, Muslim, and Jewish thought that influenced their own work.  The 
cathedral of Notre-Dame, built at this time, was ornamented with a new style of polyphonic music.  
Latin and vernacular literary forms flourished.  All this could be enjoyed in its own right, but the arts 
often also assisted in achieving political ends.  We will use a variety of perspectives to try to gain insight 
into this world. 
 
History 
 
HIST-H294-033 “History’s Anthropology”  
Dr. Rian Thum (MW 3:30-4:55pm) 
Students may take this course to satisfy their Honors requirement for either history or social science.  
 
What happens when historians use anthropological methods and anthropologists write history?  This 
course examines how techniques from Cultural Anthropology, such as living among and documenting 
unfamiliar cultures in the present, can help us better understand the past.  Along the way, we will study 
the Italian government’s killing of a protesting worker, headhunters’ memories in the Philippines, 
Muslim pilgrimage in China, Hawaiian encounters with Captain Cook, scribal techniques in Yemen, and 
everyday fashion in London.  Throughout the semester, members of the class will develop an answer to 
the question, “how best can Anthropological approaches be used to expand the historian’s toolkit?” 
 
HIST-H394-033 “Modern Iran”   
Dr. Behrooz Moazami (TR 4:55-6:10pm) 
Students may take this course to satisfy their Honors requirement for either history or social science.  
 
This multidisciplinary course examines the making of modern Iran from the inception of the Qajar 
dynasty (1796) to our own time. The course studies the relational transformation of state structure, 
social relations, cultural and religious trends by focusing on internal, regional and international 
dynamics. Critical questions will be posed about almost every turn of Iranian history. 
 
 
Honors 
 
HONS-H491-033 “Honors Thesis” 
Dr. Naomi Yavneh (TBA) 
 
 
HONS-H494-033 “Discovering 1912 – Interdisciplinary Humanities Research” 
Dr. Naomi Yavneh and Ms. Teri Gallaway (TR 3:30-4:45) 
 
1912 saw the founding of LoyolaUniversity  New Orleans, the Girl Scouts of America, Paramount Studios 
and LL Bean, among others, as well as the maiden voyage and sinking of the Titanic.  Using primary and 
secondary source materials to create virtual and live exhibits regarding these milestones, this seminar, 



which fulfils the Honors requirement for history, is designed to provide hands-on experience and 
training in humanities research methods that will be useful to you in your course work, for potential 
collaborative scholarship opportunities, and for graduate and professional school. 
 
Natural Science  
 
BIOL H295 033 “Human Ecological Science”  
Dr. David White (TR 9:30AM)  
  
Global Climate Change; Natural Selection; State of the World; Population Thinking; Ecological Footprint; 
Coastal Wetlands; Canoeing!  Want to learn about each of these topics from the advanced perspective?  
This exciting course stimulates thought about the human impact on the biosphere through lecture, 
critical writing, carefully directed experiences in the field, and outside class assignment.   We will focus 
on two sub- disciplines of the Biological Sciences – Evolution & Ecology. There are scheduled 3 class field 
experiences (trips) in the course that are very important learning opportunities. 
 
CHEM H295-033 “Chemistry & Art” 
Drs. Kathleen Tinsley Crago and Edouard Louis Crago (R 4:55-7:35PM) 
 
An advanced Honors lecture course designed for non-science majors. This course represents an 
integration of materials concerning both Fine arts and Chemistry. It discusses the synergistic relationship 
between the development of chemical processes and their effects on the methods of artistic production. 
In pursuit of this goal this course attempts to integrate the Chemical principles of matter and energy 
with the techniques and experiences of Art. The course is structured on a series of instructor lectures, 
demonstrations, and student presentations and projects. A few of the topics to be discussed include the 
history of the interaction of Art and Chemistry from ancient times to the present, the basic chemistry of 
materials and techniques used in the development of pieces of art (i.e. sculpture, painting, ceramics, 
etc.), the importance of instrumentation in the restoration and the authentication of pieces of art as 
well as investigations pertinent to the importance of art as an expression of the times. 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
MATH-H295-033 “Honors Intro to Linear Algebra” 
Dr. A. Randall (MWF 11:30-12:30PM) 
 
 
 
Philosophy  
 
PHIL-H295-033 “Freedom, Rights and the State of Nature” 
Dr. Jonathan Peterson (TR 11AM)  
 
 
Religious Studies  
 
RELS-H295-033 “Welcoming Neighbors?  Catholic Perspectives on Immigration” 
Michael Bouzigard, S.J., D. Phil. (MW 6:20-7:35PM) 

http://www.loyno.edu/courses/syllabi/RELS-H295-0332012S.pdf


 
This course aims to help students develop awareness, understanding and critical engagement of 
immigration issues examined primarily through the lens of Catholic social thought. Because 
contemporary debates on immigration policy engage broad, multidisciplinary topics, the course also 
incorporates economics, history, philosophy and law. The course will begin by examining the 
philosophical and theological foundations relevant to immigration policy and a brief history of 
immigration in the United States. It will then move to the economic, religious and social implications of 
immigration, particularly focusing on contemporary Latin American migration to the United States.  
(Latin American Studies minors register for LAS H295) 
 
 
Social Science 
 
ECON-H295-001 “The Contemporary Culture of Capitalism: A Cost Benefit Analysis” 
Dr. Dan D’Amico (MWF 11:30-12:20) 
 
Students will read from a variety of literatures critical, analytical and supportive of global economic 
systems as they exist today. The course presents a critical question to its student audience: what 
institutional arrangements be they economic, cultural, political, social or ideological contribute to which 
facets of our contemporary social world for better or for worse? Lastly students will be presented with 
the ability to recognize and apply theories from comparative political economy, new institutional 
economics and basic economics to analyze, appreciate and critique cultural trends from Glee, to 
Battlestar Galactica, to Jersey Shore, and many more. 
 
 
 
 
 


